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One of the biggest remaining blank spaces in economic history is the amount and intensity of work in 

the past. How much did people work in a day, or a year? How did these patterns differ between members 

of a household? Were there prevailing differences between sectors? How did this change over time, and 

how can all of these questions help inform our standard of living estimates?  

Without knowing who was working and how much, it is not possible to know how much households 

earned or to have an accurate understanding of standard of living. This in turn impacts macro-level 

estimates about economic development and growth in the long run.  

Despite its importance, data on of the length of the working year or seasonal patterns are scarce because 

of the difficulties inherent in the recorded sources. Improving our understanding of labor patterns in 

developing economies requires innovative approaches, and both qualitative and quantitative methods.  

This session will bring together in-depth analyses of individual markets and new estimates or 
measurements of the working year and work intensity. The goal is to estimate working patterns on both 

a macro level as well as a disaggregate or household level, in order to enhance our understanding of pre-

industrial working patterns as much as possible.  

Papers are especially encouraged from non-European economies. Papers should focus on pre-industrial 

or early-industrial work, though need not necessarily be historical. Researchers focusing on Asia, Africa, 

South America, and Oceania are especially encouraged to submit an abstract.  

Please send a 300-word abstract of your paper and a single-page CV to kathryn.gary@ekh.lu.se with the 

subject line “WEHC Working time in the past” by 28 February 2022. All submissions will be 

acknowledged, and we will respond to all submissions by early March. 
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